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FAIR FIELD FOR ALL 
AT N.S. R. A. CONVENTION 


Official Denial That St. Louis Will 


Dominate in Exhibits 


ST. LOUIS.—Rumors more or less 
ridespread that the shoe industries of 
t. Louis will monopolize the preferred 
hibition space at the convention of 
1e National Shoe Retailers’ Associa- 
on next January are wholly without 
qundation. In a statement issued this 
eek, General Chairman J. J. Sensen- 
srenner of the St. Louis Convention 
‘ommittee says: 

“There is no truth whatsoever to 
he statements that are being circu- 
ated by some traveling men that St. 
,ouis shoe industries will monopolize 
he coming Convention. To date there 

have been received by the general chair- 
nan about thirty applications for space, 
aot one of which is from a St. Louis 
concern, and as the space will be al- 
jotted in the order in which the appli- 
cations have been received, this fact 
in itself goes to show that concerns out- 
side of St. Louis will have the prefer- 
ence, as they are the only applications 
received to date. In addition to this, 
under no circumstances will we allow 
the St. Louis people to predominate at 
the coming Convention. This is a na- 
tional affair both from a retailer’s 
standpoint and from an exhibitor’s 
standpoint, and all applicants for ex- 
hibition space throughout the country 
can rest assured that they will be given 
fair treatment and that no preference 
will be shown St. Louis industries in 
any way whatsoever.” 


CHANGE IN MOCCASIN 
SPECIFICATIONS 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 15.— 
It is understood that there are to be 
new specifications issued in the near 
future in connection with the proposed 
purchase of moccasins to go into the 
rubber boots. 


DISPLAY MEN MEET 


DETROIT.—The Display Men’s 


‘Association, Detroit, had a diner and 


smoker at Harmony Hall on Monday, 
April 29. There were 50 display men 
present. The entertainment of the 
evening was musical and dramatic. 


TANNERS RECOMMEND MAXIMUM 


LEATHER PRICES 





In Convention at Atlantic City Prepare 


Schedule for War Industries Board— _ ,, 
Associations Merge for War 
Time Strength ; 


] 





ATLANTIC CITY, N. J.—The Na- 
tional Association of Tanners met in 
Atlantic City Wednesday, Thursday 
and Friday of this week in convention. 

»The several groups of tanners, with 
their executive officers, came prepared 
to merge the Associations under a gen- 
eral national body, so that work might 
be the more effectively carried out dur- 
ing the war. In conjunction with the 
National Association of Tanners, the 
American Leather Chemists’ Associa- 
tion convened to arrange for this union 
of organization. ° 


Discuss Maximum Prices 


During the three days’ sessions the 
group chairmen, under the War Indus- 
tries Board, met with President V. A. 
Wallin. At this meeting maximum 
leather prices were discussed and 
schedules were formulated for suf- 
ficient to the War Industries Board 
covering glazed kid, side leathers, pat- 
ent and calf upper leathers. The sole 
leather schedules discussed at Buffalo 
last Friday will presumably follow the 
same course in the schedule of price 
fixing. These schedules are expected to 
be passed upon in Washington next 
week, and as the prices recommended 
have not yet been confirmed, no pur- 
pose is served nor authority given to 
publish them. 


A READJUSTMENT 
OF INDUSTRY 


President V. A. Wallin, in opening 
the convention, said: 

The exercise of this control has ac- 
tually come to pass. ‘But it is very 
fortunate that the control is exercised 
by men of the tanning industry, men 


who are qualified by experience and “ 


knowledge of the industry to decide 


many difficult problems which they are 
called upon to meet. In short, our 
industry is now in the midst of the 
difficult task of fixing maximum prices 
on hides, skins and leather. This task 
has in large measure been left to the 
Hide and Leather Control Board. 
While no one should expect omniscience 
or perfection, I am convinced that the 
work will be done by that body con- 
scientiously, intelligently and without 
favoritism; the welfare of the country 
will be their first consideration. 

In these days of rapid readjustment 
of industries and economic policies 
little thought is given to things of the 
past. The mind of everyone is centered 
on the future. And it is the part of 
wisdom for the tanner to stop and con- 
sider what the future holds for him. 
It is the general impression in Wash- 
ington that our Government does not 
expect an early termination of the war. 
Apparently a victory over the Central 
Powers cannot be secured without the 
aid of a large American army. While 
we now have 500,000 men in France, 
military experts tell us that three times 
that number will be required. To drill, 
equip and transport these men -to 
France requires time, and it will prob- 
ably be close to the end of the present 
year before our fighting machine be- 
comes a factor on the other side. There- 
fore it seems safe to forecast another 
year of the war. 


A Highly Organized Body 


Under present conditions we must by 


.all means continue our war services. ~ 


But we must also give serious thought 
to the. problems of the future. and de- 
termine how far we can utilize the serv- 
ices of the highly organized Tanners’ 
Council to meet these problems. Fu- 
ture work for the tanning industry may 
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be given consideration at this time 
under four heads, as follows: 

(a) There should be a single organi- 
zation to represent the entire tanning 
industry—a combination of four ex- 
isting national associations. At a joint 
meeting of the Boards of Directors of 
the Tanners’ Council and the National 
Association a resolution was adopted 
authorizing the appointment of a com- 
mittee representing the four organi- 
zations mentioned to consider and re- 
port on the possibility of merging these 
into one body—the Tanners’ Council. 

(b) A permanent statistical service 
for the 11 branches of the industry 
should be maintained; this to be com- 
bination of the monthly statistical work 
of the Tanners’ Council. As you know, 
during the past few years the Tanners’ 
Association developed a statistical serv- 
ice covering a portion of the industry. 
This work, which has been confined to 
four groups of the industry, has slowly 
broadened in scope and improved in 
value. When the Tanners’ Council 
took up the work the service was ex- 
tended to 11 branches of the industry, 
and also took in leather raw stock and 
certain important tanning materials. 
The monthly summaries of these sta- 
tistics are now being distributed to all 
contributors, those for November, De- 
cember, January and February having 
been sent out. Improvements in the 
schedules are made from time to time, 
and it is hoped that very shortly the 
returns, which now require over 60 days 
to complete, will be ready for distribu- 
tion in about 30 days. The longer this 
statistical service is continued the more 
valuable it will become to the industry. 
Finally this work, which was created 
to meet a war need, should be continued 
as a part of our peace program. 


To Promote Foreign Trade 


(d) Last, but not least, a bureau or 
corporation to promote the foreign 
trade of the leather industry should 
be created. Such work might be under- 
taken by an existing association, but 
if deemed necessary a new organization 
for the specific purpose could be 
formed. From many sources informa- 
tion is reaching us concerning combi- 
aations of capital in both England and 
Germany for the purpose of rehabili- 
tating their overseas trade after the 
return of peace. A report advising of 
the formation of a $50,000,000 British 
trade corporation contains the follow- 
ing significant sentence: “One thing 
that has been obvious in the past has 


been the harm done by excessive com- 


petition. This must be eliminated in 
the future.” We see many telegraphic 
reports of Germany’s plans to extend 
her celebrated Cartel system in an ag- 
gressive effort to regain her place in 
the world’s markets. For example, a 


recent report informs us that a new 
Hamburg corporation has been formed 
to promote trade after the war on a 
large scale. 


SOLIDIERS AND SAILORS 
TO BUY SHOES DIRECT 
WASHINGTON. —A bill in Con- 
gress has been recently introduced 
called the Jones Bill which will enable 
all soldiers and sailors to buy their 
shoes directly through post exchanges. 
George Volk of Dallas, Texas, called 
the attention of executive officers of 
the National Shoe Retailers’ Associa- 


tion, which immediately wrote all the. 


Congressmen. Those reading this news 
item should do likewise, inasmuch as 
many retailers in the United States not 
alone in shoes but in other lines of 
clothing have stocked up, in some cases 
with the advice of officials, with mer- 
chandise to supply the service with, and 


if all this trade is to be diverted by . 


this bill it would only be fair for the 
United States Government to take these 
goods off the hands of these dealers. 
The bill adding this proviso would not 
be objectionable to any legitimate 
dealer who has the best interests of the 
country at heart. Besides, it might 
be suggested that these goods had been 
bought some time back and are really 
held at cheaper prices than the prevail- 
ing prices of the day, so there will be 
no hardship to the Government to doing 
this. In short, if the Jones Bill is to 
become a law, it should in justice to 
straightforward, honest merchants in 
this country take this merchandise off 
their hands. 


VETERAN MERCHANT 
SERIOUSLY ILL 


BUTLER, Pa.—B. C. Huselton, in 
point of business the oldest merchant 
in Butler, is very seriously ill and has 
been taken to the Butler County Gen- 
eral Hospital for further treatment. His 
condition is improving, but very slowly. 

Mr. Huselton embarked in the shoe 
business when only about 20 years 
of age, in 1866, in his present location, 
and has been continuously in business 
for a period of 52 years. 


DETROIT MERCHANTS 
HONOR A. W. DONOVAN 
AND R. H. FYFE 


DETROIT. — The Detroit Retail 
Shoe Dealers’ Association tendered A. 
W. Donovan, president E. T. Wright 
& Co., and R. H. Fyfe, of Detroit, a 
complimentary dinner at the Detroit 
Athletic Club on Thursday, April 25. 
Later in the evening 400 shoe dealers 
and their staffs of salesmen gathered 
at the Cadillac Hotel, where Mr. Don- 
ovan addressed them, dealing with 








salesmanship .as applied to the shoe 
business and with the phases of the 
business occasioned by the present war 
conditions. 

Thomas B. Jeffries, Crowley, Milner 
Co., president Detroit Retail Shoe 
Dealers’ Association, presided and pre- 
sented Mr. Donovan to the assembled 
shoe men. 


TO MAKE JERKIN LEATHER 


PEABODY, Mass.—Peabody tan- 
ners have cleared their shops to make 
jerkin leather for army overcoats. Re- 
serve stocks of black and colored sheep 
leather have been sent to shoe manu- 
facturers. Large quantities were sent 
west. Some shipments were as high 
as 3,000 dozen skins daily. The tanners 
have contracts to make large quanti- 
ties of “jerkin” leather, and they must 
do it as expeditiously as possible, for 
these coats will be wanted next fall. 
Altogether the Government is calling 
for 3,000,000 skins for army overcoats. 
Peabody tanners predict a shortage of 
sheep leather for the civilian shoe trade. 


CHANGE IN 
STORE MANAGERS 

CINCINNATI. —A change in the 
management of the local branch of 
The Florsheim Shoe Co. took place this 
week. W. C. Seekatz, who has been 
manager for the past twelve years, has 
resigned from the Florsheim organi- 
zation. Guy R. Hutslar takes Mr. See- 
katz’s place. Mr. Hutslar has been in 
the shoe game for ten years, having 
conducted his own store, The Hutslar 
Boot Shop, Springfield, O., for a period 
of six years. After selling out his 
business he became connected with the 
Florsheim Company, Chicago. 

Dale L. Pattison, who for the past 
seven years has been an active part of 
the Potter Shoe organization of Cin- 
cinnati, has assumed the management 
of the Bon Ton Boot Shop at Hunt- 
ington, West Va. 


A. H. GEUTING 








Secretary A. H. Geuting is to be con- 
gratulated upon being elected secretary 
of the Council of National Service for 
the shoe and leather industry. Mr. V. 
A. Wallin having resigned, Chairman 
McGowin appointed Secretary Geuting 
to fill the unexpired time. 


H. L. NUNN IN WASHINGTON 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 15.— 


H. L. Nunn, of Nunn & Bush, has re-_ 


cently become associated for a short 
time with the shoe, leather and rubber 
division. Mr. Nunn is helping out 
in connection with the shoe contracts 
work, 
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OFFICIAL REPORT 
ON TRADE TREND 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Fed- 
eral Reserve Board in its monthly sum- 
mary of business and manufacturing 
conditions throughout the country has 
the following to say in connection with 
leather and shoe conditions. 


“District No. 1, Boston—Retail shoe 
trade is better, and there is an increased 
civilian demand, especially for women’s 
shoes. Retailers are buying more freely 
and manufacturers are receiving fall 
orders, which, taken in conjunction with 
Government requirements, will keep 
them as busy as labor conditions will 
permit. 

“Leather continues in better demand, 
with prices firm, especially in the grades 
required for army shoes. 

“District No. 7, Chicago—Greater 
activity is looked for in the leather mar- 
ket. Prices will probably not go lower, 
and when this fact is realized civilian 
shoe manufacturers will no doubt put 
forth inquiries. Government shoe or- 
ders are being turned out as rapidly as 
possible. Some difficulty is found in 
the scarcity of labor. Export trade finds 
ocean bottoms scarce. As collections 
are having careful attention, they are 
in fair condition,” 





PROTEST CHANGE IN RATES 


New England May Suffer from 
Abolishing Rail and Water 
Differential 








BOSTON.—A vigorous protest in 
behalf of the New England trade 
against the recent action of the Na- 
tional Railroad Administration in dis- 
continuing the freight rate differen- 
tials that this section has enjoyed for 
40 or 50 years was made by Secretary 
Thomas F. Anderson of the New Eng- 
land Shoe and Leather Association at 
Washington May 10. 

Mr. Anderson accompanied the large 
delegation representing the New Eng- 
land Transportation Conference which 
went to the national capital last week 
to protest against this sudden and dras- 
tic change in the rate fabric, and in 
which was represented the woolen, cot- 
ton, paper, shoe and leather, confec- 
tionery, cordage and other important 
New England industries. All of these 
are seriously menaced by the abolition 
of the differentials, especially if, as 
nearly everybody hére fears, the change 
is to be made permanent after the war. 

The hearing was given by Traffic 
Director Edward Chambers of the U. 
S. Railroad Administration, and was 

- one of the most interesting and im- 
portant ever held on a transportation 
subject. 


WISCONSIN WOMAN 
IS SHOE REPAIRER 





MADISON, Wis.—“If the women 
who run around in automobiles telling 
other people how to save food and how 
to work to help the war would do a 
little work themselves, the war would 
be more easily won.” 


Seven years ago Mr. and Mrs. 
Proudy came to Madison from Fond 
du Lac. Mr. Proudy had been one of 
the employees of the M. D. Wells shoe 
factory of that city. 

“When I married Mr. Proudy, I 
fully decided that I was going to do all 
I could to aid him,” said Mrs. Proudy, 
as she nailed a heel on to a woman’s 








Reprinted by Courtesy of The Milwaukee Journal. 


Busy Mrs. H. E. Proudy, 108 State 
St., who runs a shoe repairing shop, 
taking the place of a man while the 
war is on, made this statement. 

Use Hands, Not Jaws 

“If more women would work with 
their hands we would be able to do the 
work of the world much better,” she 
said. 


shoe. “I never had worked in a shoe 
factory, but I went right to work with 
my husband to learn all about the 
business.” 

The Proudys started the first quick 
shoe repairing shop in Madison. 
Shortly after the first shop had been 
started they opened another in the uni- 
versity district. 








NAVY ORDERS FOR 
HOSPITAL SLIPPERS 


Details of Awards This Week 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 13— 
Bids have been opened by the Bureau 
of Supplies and Accounts, Navy De- 
partment, for furnishing the Brooklyn 
Naval Medical Supply Depot with 12,- 
000 pairs of-hospital slippers as follows: 








Dolge Slipper Company, of Oxford, 
Mass., at (a) 8734c per pair, (b) 8334c, 
(c) at $1.1425 and (d) at $1.1825; Gim- 
bel Brothers, New York City, at 
$1.045; Manhattan Supply Company, 
New York City, at $1.024; John Wan- 
amaker, New York City, at (a) 5lc, 
(b) at 70c; H. Jacobs Sons at 95%c, 
and United Slipper Company, at (a) 
92 te (b) at $1, (c) at $1.10, (d) at 
$1.15. 
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KENTUCKY MERCHANTS 
TO ORGANIZE ON MAY 14 





National Officers to Be Present at 
Meeting in Louisville 





LOUISVILLE, Ky.—Plans for gath- 
ering the Kentucky shoe merchants in 
Louisville May 14 to organize the Ken- 
tucky Shoe Retailers’ Association are 
completed. A. F. Sloane, field secre- 
tary of the National Shoe Retailers’ 
Association, and members of the Louis- 
ville Retailers’ Association, formed an 
organization committee, which has al- 
ready done a considerable amount of 
work. 

Mr. Sloane secured the attendance 
of a number of the prominent members 
of the local body at the Seelbach Hotel 
on the night of April 23, when plans 
were discussed and it was decided to 
go ahead and call a meeting. The fol- 
lowing committees were appointed: 

Hotels—J. C. Hero, H. G. Schutz, 
Morris Rothschild. 

Reception—Harry Young, Charles 
Siersdorfer, Carl Quast and O. H. Kirk- 
patrick. 

Publicity Committee—Ed Bosler, Al 
Vogel and A. F. Sloane. 

It was decided to have as invited 
guests John O’Connor, president of the 
N. S. R. A.; H. C. McLaughlin, presi- 
dent of the Ohio R. S. D. A., and Henry 
Hagemann, secretary of the National 
Mutual Fire Ins. Co.. These men will 
make business or patriotic talks to be 
decided later. 


Invitation to Every Merchant 


Later arrangements were made 
whereby the convention will be held 
at the Tyler Hotel, at 10 o’clock on 
the morning of May 14, business ses- 
sions to last all day, with a big ban- 
quet in the evening. 

Personal letters have been sent to 
each merchant requesting him to be 
present in Louisville. 


Follow-ups to Arouse Enthusiasm 


Mr. Sloane also arranged with the 
Louisville Convention and Publicity 
League to send out a letter to the re- 
tailers asking them to come to Louis- 
ville, and assuring them of a good time. 
Spring racing will open in Louisville on 
the Saturday prior to the convention on 
Tuesday with the running of the Ken- 
tucky Derby, which should attract a 
few visitors. There will also be base- 
ball in the American Association, with 
Louisville playing at home. Hotel ac- 
commodations have been arranged for, 
and excellent care will be taken of the 
guests. 

It is expected that about 200 shoe 
men will be in attendance, as the Louis- 
ville Retailers’ Association has about 
thirty-five members, while a number 


will come from the city, and also from 
Jeffersonville and New Albany on the 
north side. 


Tennessee Next to Organize 


Mr. Sloane has gone to Tennessee in 
an effort to organize the retailers of 
that state, and it is now a question 
as to which state will organize first, 
and whether Kentucky will be the nine- 
teenth or twentieth state body. The 
Louisville retailers were strongly in 
favor of the state organization, a ques- 
tion which has recently been discussed 
in the local, which has for two years 
been affiliated with the National. 


BOSWORTH RETURNS 
TO FAR EAST 





Representing American Lines of 
Shoes and Leather 


SAN FRANCISCO. — Clarence E. 
Bosworth, late Trade Commissioner of 
the United States Government, whose 
recent visit to Boston following his 
eighteen months’ tour of the Far East 
in connection with shoe and leather 
export trade studies is well remem- 
bered, expects to sail from San Fran- 
cisco on his second trip to the Orient 
in a few days. 

Mr. Bosworth this time is going o 
his own responsibility, as direct factory 
representative for several leading shoe 
manufacturers and tanners, including 
J. Spaulding & Sons Co. and W. D. 
Byron & Sons Leather Co., Boston, and 
Everlastik, Inc., New York; Bucking- 
ham & Hecht, Inc., Frank & Hyman, 
Inc., and S, H. Frank & Co., San 
Francisco. 

Mr. Bosworth will first visit New 
Zealand, via Hawaii, and may be ad- 
dressed care of the American Consul 
at Auckland. During his absence he 
will also represent the New England 
Shoe and Leather Association. 





WESTON GOES TO 
BOSTON BLACKING CO. 


BOSTON.—Frank Weston, who has 
been connected with the sales depart- 
ment of the electric heating branch 
of the Boston Last Co. for the past four 
years, has resigned to take a position 
with the Boston Blacking Company. 

Mr. Weston’s place will be filled by 
Charles E. Lowell, who will cover the 
same territory. 

Mr. Lowell is a thoroughly trained 
shoemaker, having worked in various 
departments of shoe factories in and 
around his home town of Whitman, 
Mass. For some years he represented 
a well known last making concern, and 
until recently held an executive position 
with the Regal Shoe Company at their 
Philadelphia factory. - 





‘ WANT SOUTH AMERICAN 


CARGO SPACE 
WASHINGTON.—At the directors’ 
meeting of the Tanners’ Council the 
following resolution was passed dealing 
with the shipping situation: 
“Resolved, That the United States 
Shipping Board give their immediate 
attention to the release of freight space 
on vessels leaving South American 
ports, particularly as relating to the 
forwarding of the high-grade ox hides 


so nécessary for army outsole leather — 


requirements; that this body also seri- 
ously protests against the radical ad- 
vances in charges for transportation 
that have taken place during the past 
sixty days; and that we further call at- 
tention to the United States Shipping 
Board and strongly protest against the 
tremendous and apparently uncalled 
for increase in the freight rates from 
South America and India on hides and 
skins, with the hope that if possible 
some readjustment be made not only 
from the countries mentioned but such 
other countries from which hides and 
skins are shipped where freight rates 
are abnormally high.” 


MANUFACTURER'S 


WESTERN TRIP 





J. A. Monroe, vice president of E. 
T. Wright & Co., Inc., Rockland, Mass., 
is making a trip to cities of the Middle 
States in the interest of that concern. 
Mr. Monroe is calling on customers and 
meeting several of the “Just Wright” 
salesmen, conferring with them in re- 
gard to the business in their terri- 
tories. Mr. Monroe will return to Bos- 
ton in about a week’s time. 

One of the most attractive of the 
many in-stock catalogues gotten out 
this season by shoe manufacturing 
houses is that recently issued by E. 
T. Wright & Co. Twenty pages of 
illustrations and descriptions of “Just 
Wright” styles for spring and summer 
picture and describe thirty or more 
stock shoes. These include brown, red 
and mahogany in the natural colors, 
also white and black made up in bal, 
blucher, button and oxford patterns. 
At the foot of each page is featured 
the “Keep to the Right” slogan, which 
is linked up with the concern’s trade- 
mark. A page is devoted to Arch Pre- 
server shoes, which are a feature of the 
in-stock department. ' 

The concluding .page of the cata- 
logue shows a bird’s-eye view of- the 
home of the “Just Wright” shoe. A 
series of postcards are enclosed in each 
copy of this catalogue as a convenient 
means of ordering. Altogether, this 
catalogue may be considered as the 
most artistic and effective ever gotten 
out under the “Just Wright” name. 





















